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Former Board Member  
Moves to Malawi 

 Dr. Chisoo Choi moves to Malawi to take  
leadership role in a new medical college.  
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Dr. Chisoo Choi, a specialist in internal medicine,  
is now also a specialist in training new doctors in 
the impoverished east African nation of Malawi.  
Dr. Choi, along with his wife Yoonyee, moved to 
Malawi this spring to take up a leadership role in  
a new medical college. “I’ve been dreaming about 
this for many years and it’s finally happening!”  
he said shortly before his big move.  

Dr. Choi served on the Board of Trustees for Blessings 
International for well over a decade. In appreciation 
of his service, the Blessings staff was excited to help 
him load a shipping container with medical equipment, 
medicine and personal supplies. 

In his new role, he’ll be serving in a 165-bed hospital 
that opened in 2008 and focusing on training new 
doctors. “The goal is to provide not only medical 
education but discipleship. The one thing that they need 
is to see role models who provide medical care with 
empathy and Christian love. It’s important to treat not 
only physical needs, but emotional and spiritual needs. 
Our hope is to train and disciple Christian medical 
professionals with a calling to serve their own people 
and other African countries.”

Blessings is honored to help medical professionals like 
Dr. Choi who give so much of themselves in service to 
others. Dr. Choi says Blessings plays a significant role in 
helping not only hospitals like the one where he works 
in Malawi, but also medical teams traveling around 
the world.  “Blessings has helped me to see that there 
is so much need in the world. Participating in some 
of Blessings’ trips, I’ll never forget the tremendous 
medical and spiritual needs in places I visited. 
Blessings, by keeping its costs down, enables teams to 
treat so many more people than they otherwise could.”

 ". . . Blessings, by keeping its 
 costs down, enables teams to treat 
 so many more people than they 
 otherwise could.” 

Below:  Loading the 
Choi’s container.

Above: Dr. Choi in front of a 
government hospital in Malawi.



“The program has been an unqualified 
success,” says Dr. Harold Harder, 
Blessings' Founding President Emeritus 
and Myanmar Project Director, about the 
four-year project to eradicate tuberculosis 
(TB) and malaria in a remote part of 
northern Myanmar. “Our team, made up of  
a dozen people including lab technicians, 
direct observation treatment staff, administrative 
personnel and a physician, treated 400 TB patients. 
They also tested more than 8,000 people for malaria, 
successfully treating around 4,000 of them.”

The program operated medical clinics in three different 
villages and an occasional traveling clinic. The impact 
of the program was clearly visible in one of the towns 
where TB was most rampant. “When we started in 
Mulashidi, there were maybe three stores in total.  
Now there are at least a dozen. The improved health  
of the entire community is obvious.”

Blessings is currently in the process of handing 
the program over to local tribal groups who will be 
responsible for maintaining and funding the program 
into the future. The transfer should be completed by 
August 2014 and Blessings is pleased that the program 
will continue to operate, albeit at a smaller scale. 

Because the number of TB and malaria cases in the 
region has now been significantly reduced, community 
leaders should have a much easier time containing any 
future TB or malaria outbreaks. A detailed report of the 
project should be available later this year.

Blessings thanks everyone who has given to this special 
project over the last four years. Many lives have been 
saved and a community’s destiny has been changed 
because of your generosity. Your giving has helped 
Blessings to “build a healthy community” and we  
look forward to your continued partnership to help  
us improve lives in other parts of the world.

MYANMAR TB AND MALARIA  
TREATMENT PROJECT CONCLUDES  
FOUR YEAR PROGRAM + + + Below:  Lab technicians being trained in 

how to test for TB and malaria. 

Above left: An infant being treated at Blessings' Myanmar clinic.  
Above right: TB patients.



For more than 30 years, Blessings International has worked 
to heal the hurting by providing life-saving pharmaceuticals, 
vitamins and medical supplies to medical mission teams, 
clinics and hospitals located around the world; to build 
healthy communities by treating the poor and victims 
of endemic medical problems, outbreaks of disease or 
overwhelming disasters; and to transform lives by actively 
demonstrating the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

Federal employees can donate through 
the Combined Federal Campaign #11864

State and Local government employees 
can also give to Blessings through their 
payroll giving plan

Code #11864

I urge you to consider going on a mission trip 
yourself this summer, especially if you have 
never been on one before!   I went on my first 
mission trip this spring to Haiti. Providing even 
a small amount of medicine to someone who 
needs it is a rewarding experience for both the 
giver and the receiver. You can help change lives 
by going on a mission trip, and you might be 
surprised how the Lord uses the experience to 
change your life as well.

Thank you for your interest in medical missions 
and your support of Blessings International!

Yours in Christ’s service together,

Give online at www.blessing.org 

For more information or to order medicine,  
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org

Donations to Blessings go to subsidize the cost of medicines, 
especially to teams responding to disasters.

Mail gifts to P.O. Box 35292, Tulsa OK 74153-0292, USA. Make 
checks payable to Blessings International.

Summer is a busy time for Blessings. Each 
summer, hundreds of medical missions teams 
travel to far-off lands, carrying with them love and 
hope as well as medicines to treat sick and often 
impoverished patients. Our team at Blessings 
works very hard to ensure that we have enough 
medicine on hand, ready-to-go, to supply every 
team that contacts us.  

It’s important for us to be ready because you never 
know when a disaster might strike. This spring, 
Blessings was contacted by a group working to 
help tornado victims in Arkansas. We were glad 
to give them bandages and topical antibiotics that 
they needed. We exist to help groups working to 
provide medical and disaster relief, whether close 
to home or across the world.

President’s Corner

Barry Ewy,  
PharmD, JD, MHA

What is Blessings International?  

Barry working as a pharmacist in Haiti


