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 FIGHTING A KILLER

Below: Margaret, a young 
Ugandan, cured of malaria 
after receiving medicine from 
Blessings International.



MALARIA 

APPROXIMATELY
1 CHILD DIES  

FROM MALARIA  
EVERY MINUTE

The New York Times award-winning reporter Nicholas 
Kristof, who writes about global issues, recently 
penned a column from the capital of Angola about 
malaria’s devastating impact on that city. 

Malaria usually doesn’t receive front-page 
coverage, but the mosquito-borne disease 
kills more than 600,000 people every year. 
Most of the victims are children under age 
five. Unfortunately, this means approximately 
every minute a child dies from malaria. 

“In a Lubango hospital, I met a 
7-year-old boy, Longuti, fighting for 
his life with cerebral malaria. He 
weighed 35 pounds. His mother, 
Hilaria Elias, who had already 
lost two of her four children, 
didn’t know that mosquitoes 
cause malaria. When Longuti first 
became sick, she took him to a 
clinic, but it lacked any medicine 
and didn’t do a malaria test. Now 
Longuti is so sick that doctors say 
that even if he survives, he has 
suffered neurological damage 
and may have trouble walking and 
speaking again.”

 FIGHTING A KILLER



AFRICA

HAITI

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Longuti is just one of the millions who are sickened 
by malaria each year. Mr. Kristof writes that if the 
hospital had conducted a malaria test and had the 
pharmaceuticals on hand to treat Longuti, he could have 
easily been healed without facing death or a lifelong 
mental disability. Moreover, had life-saving malaria 
medicines been available, perhaps Longuti’s two 
siblings might still be alive.

Blessings International is working to save thousands 
like Longuti around the world, but especially in Africa 
where there are so many victims. Last spring, Blessings 
gave 1,200 courses of treatment to teams that took the 
medicine to patients in 12 different nations, mostly in 
Africa but also Haiti and Papua New Guinea, two of the 
poorest nations on Earth. 

Dr. Mark Babo, a physician and an Advisory Member 
of Blessings’ Board of Trustees, along with his wife Dr. 
Doreen Babo, member of Blessings’ Board of Trustees, 
are the International Directors of the ministry Heal Our 
World. They operate hospitals and medical clinics in 
Nigeria and India. For them, fighting malaria is a daily 
occurrence. “It is our number one health concern with 
new cases daily in our hospitals. Quality anti-malarial 
medicines are vital to save lives,” writes Dr. Mark Babo.

To better combat malaria, Blessings is partnering with 
Kairos 10 to provide anti-malaria medicine and treated 
mosquito nets to the needy around the world. Blessings 
hopes to double or even triple the number of malaria 
treatments given away this year. Our efforts are focused 
around the events of World Malaria Day on April 25. 

Medicines from Blessings are saving lives. According to 
Dr. Doreen Babo, “Because of the medications that we 
obtain from Blessings International we are able to treat 
thousands of patients every month. We are grateful for 
the blessing this is to our ministry and the thousands 
who come to the Lord through combining prayer with 
medicine.”

If you would like to help Blessings International fight the 
deadly scourge of malaria, please consider purchasing 
a special piece of jewelry made by African artisans 
and distributed by Kairos 10 through their website, 
www.kairos10.com. You can also give directly to 
Blessings’ Mission Partnership Fund at our website, 
www.blessing.org. When you donate through either 
of these two organizations, you can be assured that 
many mothers will be spared the anguish of losing their 
children to the ravages of malaria. 

"We are grateful 
for the blessing 
this is to our 
ministry and the 
thousands who 
come to the Lord 
through combining 
prayer with 
medicine.”

Left: An aid worker conducting 
a malaria test.

Below: Dr. Mark Babo explains 
malaria treatment to a 
Nigerian patient.

Above: One of many  bracelets 
created by Karios 10 to provide 
bed nets.

Right: An artisan creates Karios 
10 jewelry in Ghana.

Below: A Kairos 10 worker 
delivers a treated bed net.



SEEING CLEARLY
BLESSINGS  HELPS  RESTORE 

EYESIGHT ACROSS 

THE WORLD

Erin Martin, MEDICO’s Executive Director, says, “We 
take eye doctors and optometrists to remote villages. 
In the past we’ve had a really difficult time sourcing 
glasses. Now that Blessings carries them, it is very 
helpful for us. In the past we relied on donations and 
Lions Clubs. Sometimes the donated glasses can be 
very flimsy and not able to withstand the rigors of 
Central America. So we are very pleased with the quality 
of Blessings’ glasses.”

Blessings first began supplying eyeglasses to teams in 
2014. To date, we have shipped over 20,500 pairs around 
the world. These include reading glasses of various 
strengths and self-adjusting FocusSpec® glasses for 
people who are nearsighted.

Erin says that the glasses they’ve received from 
Blessings are not only improving eyesight, but are also 
helping disadvantaged women gain job skills.

“We’ve been working in one community in Honduras 
for six or seven years that’s very hard to reach because 
the roads leading to the village become impassable 
six months out of a year. We work with a birthing clinic 
that’s basically on the top of a mountain. It’s in a rural 
area and the women have to travel quite far to be there, 
so they usually arrive several weeks in advance of their 
due dates. One thing that our organization has been 
doing is trying to give these women a trade while they 
are waiting.  We’re teaching them how to sew to improve 
their economic standing. But many of the women 
needed glasses before they could start.”

Since its founding in 1990, MEDICO has provided medical, dental 
and vision care to more than 200,000 people in Honduras and 
other parts of Central America. Providing quality eye care and 
glasses has always been a key part of its mission.  

HONDURAS

"Thank you for helping Blessings be a 
blessing to these women in Honduras, 
and so many others around the world!"

Above: A team member 
from Restoring Vision 
conducts an eye exam.

Left: Left a young girl 
receives glasses.

Photos provided by Restoring Vision, a supplier of Blessings’ glasses



To donate to Blessings International's Emergency Disaster Relief Fund 
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org

VANUATU

EMERGENCY  
IN THE PACIFIC
On March 13, the tiny South Pacific island nation of 
Vanuatu was struck by a massive, Category 5 storm 
named Cyclone Pam. It was the second most 
powerful storm ever recorded in the Pacific and its 
sustained winds of 155 mph have devastated the 
island nation of 266,000 people by destroying or 
damaging 90% of the buildings on the islands and 
leaving 45% of the nation’s residents homeless. 

Dr. Eric Spann, with Coral Sea Medical Missions, has 
been traveling regularly to Vanuatu since the late 1990s. 
He’ll be traveling to Tanna Island, home to around 
30,000 people, about which he says, “The little island 
is destroyed. The food is gone. There is no water. Every 
tree, every banana tree and all the yam plants have 
been destroyed.”  

And now he’s worried about outbreaks of disease. 
“Malaria is already bad there, but I’m worried about 
dengue fever, which doesn’t kill you but makes you wish 
you were dead. There are already outbreaks of measles. 
And now despair is setting in and I’m very worried.” 

Blessings used funds from its Emergency Disaster 
Relief Fund to donate medicines for Dr. Spann’s 
emergency trip to help the people on Tanna Island, 
Vanuatu. Please consider donating to our Emergency 
Disaster Relief Fund so that we will be ready to provide 
immediate assistance whenever and wherever the next 
disaster may strike.

Above top:  A landmark tree on Tanna 
Island before the storm.

Above: The same tree after the cyclone.

Right: Dr. Eric Spann with 
emergency relief supplies.



Code #11864

YES!

Text to give by texting “Medicines” to 41444

Federal employees can donate through  
the Combined Federal Campaign #11864

State and Local government employees  
can also give to Blessings through their  
payroll giving plan

Give online at www.blessing.org 

For more information or to order medicine,  
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org

Mail gifts to P.O. Box 35292, Tulsa OK 74153-0292, USA.  
Make checks payable to Blessings International.

Barry Ewy, PharmD, JD, MHA

For more than 30 years, Blessings International has worked 
to heal the hurting by providing life-saving pharmaceuticals, 
vitamins and medical supplies to medical mission teams, 
clinics and hospitals located around the world; to build 
healthy communities by treating the poor and victims 
of endemic medical problems, outbreaks of disease or 
overwhelming disasters; and to transform lives by actively 
demonstrating the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

What is Blessings International?

I recently met with the leaders of an extraordinary 
ministry — Missions.Me — which organizes an amazing, 
audacious outreach called 1Nation1Day (1nation1day.
com). In 2012, these leaders asked the President of 
Honduras to declare a national holiday, give them 
free use of all the largest stadiums in the nation, have 
access to the nation’s schools and allow them to bring in 
containers of supplies without restriction. The President 
gave them that support, and granted every one of their 
requests. So in 2013 their team brought in more than 
2,000 missionaries, including 200 medical professionals, 
and 18 shipping containers of aid. Plus, the team 
supplied over three million meals and distributed 
100,000 pairs of shoes.

After the event, which was declared as a national day of 
reconciliation because that country has had one of the 
worst violent crime rates in the world, tens of thousands 
of people went to the national stadiums to hear the 
gospel message. In addition, they received education, 
medical aid and relief supplies, causing the Honduran 
President to say:

“From that point forward, the spirit of Honduras has 
changed. Before things were very negative. There was 
a lack of hope. Now people are more enthusiastic, 
more motivated and even the police have a greater 
commitment to integrity.”

According to reports, after the event, 
gang violence dropped 40%, school 
attendance is at an all-time high 
and for the first time in two decades 
Honduras had a peaceful presidential 
election. Most importantly, the gospel was preached to 
massive crowds in all 18 states of the country!

Following the event, the President of Honduras himself 
called the President of the Dominican Republic (DR) and 
told him, “You need to have this in your nation.” And the 
leader of the DR agreed!  So, 1Nation1Day is going to 
the Dominican Republic in July 2015 — and Blessings 
International will be the main source of medicines for 
this incredible outreach!

Would you please consider giving to this exciting, nation-
changing event for the DR? I, myself, will be going to 
help oversee the distribution of the medicines.  

The scripture verse behind this amazing outreach 
is Isaiah 66:8, “Can a nation be saved in a day? Can a 
country be brought forth in a moment?” 

With your help, it can!  

Yours in His service together,
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CAN YOU CHANGE A NATION IN A DAY?
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