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Please pray for wisdom and safety for all the health 
workers in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone who 
are risking their own lives to combat the massive 
Ebola outbreak. Blessings intends to send additional 
medicines to these nations in the weeks and months 
ahead to help fight the spread of Ebola.

If you would like to give to this project, be sure to 
indicate that you would like your donation applied to 
Blessings’ Emergency Disaster Relief Fund.

To donate to Blessings International's Emergency Disaster Relief Fund 
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org
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 "We need to step up the response  
  and we need to do it fast.”  
Dr. Yoti of the WHO

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO  
THE EBOLA CRISIS

Blessings International is working to help medical 
groups on the front lines in the fight to stop the spread 
of Ebola. That includes the Wesleyan Church, which has 
hundreds of churches in Sierra Leone. Blessings has 
recently donated $15,000 to World Hope International, 
the humanitarian partner of the Wesleyan Church, which 
operates the Kamakwie Hospital in  
Sierra Leone. The funds will be used to provide hospital-
related materials to deal with Ebola, such as gloves, 
gowns, masks and IV supplies, as well as to provide 
training programs for area churches and communities 
to build awareness of the best ways to prevent the 
spread of the deadly disease.

WHO officials are urging private and public groups to 
significantly increase their efforts to fight Ebola in Sierra 
Leone where the current outbreak is believed to have 
started. “In Sierra Leone, there is unanimous opinion 
among all those involved that without more resources, 
the fight against Ebola may prove to be too difficult. We 
need to step up the response and we need to do it fast,” 
says Dr. Yoti of the WHO.

The Ebola outbreak in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone has claimed 
more than 2,400 lives so far. It is spreading beyond the borders of 
those nations and its extent “has been vastly underestimated” states 
the World Health Organization (WHO). That group is now coordinating 
“a massive scaling up of the international response, marshalling 
support from individual countries, disease control agencies, 
agencies within the United Nations system, and others." 
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PROVIDING HOPE IN  
CENTRAL AMERICA

Above: Feeding people 
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Right: Working in the 
pharmacy

Left: Dr. Jason Kelly with 
a young patient

 "My team is just a very small  
 piece of what God is doing here.”  
Dr. Jason Kelly

Each year Blessings International supplies medicines 
to many teams traveling to Central America. In January 
through June 2014, Blessings supplied medicines 
to 66 teams going to Guatemala, 40 teams going to 
Nicaragua, 15 teams going to Panama and 94 teams 
going to Honduras. These teams provide more than just 
medical aid. They also bring hope.

Many of the migrants interviewed in the news stories 
have been Hondurans. They say they are willing to risk 
the dangerous journey because they are desperate to 
escape gang violence in their home cities and villages. 
The leader of one medical team that regularly travels to 
Honduras says that they take precautions to avoid gang 
activity—for example leaving certain neighborhoods 
before nightfall. “I've been to Honduras 5 times now,” 
says Dr. Jason Kelly, “…and I've never really seen 
any direct signs of violence or gang activity. We hear 
about it and are warned about it and probably come in 
direct contact with many violent men but never really 
experience it.” He says he believes his teams are 
protected because many people know that if any harm 
came to the visiting medical groups, family members 
would lose access to medical aid, food and even free 
housing the teams provide. 

Dr. Kelly says it is apparent 
that a mass exodus of 
working-age men is 
occurring. “It is quite 
alarming to see that most 
places we venture into, all  

we see are mothers, children, and older men. The 
teenage boys and young men are absent from the 
communities. They've either migrated north to the U.S. 
or ventured off for other less-than-noble activities. This 
trend is very clearly reflected in church as well. The 
church we worshipped with on Sunday morning had 
roughly 75 attendees. Four of those were men—one who 
was very old and three who ran the service. The oldest 
boy I saw was probably ten.”

Dr. Kelly believes medical teams traveling to Central 
America have a positive and lasting impact, not only 
on the health of individuals, but on the overall health 
of the community. “I like to believe that the work we do 
influences at least a few folks to steer clear of violence 
or the journey to America. The Honduran helpers that 
work with us are mostly young men in their 20s who 
very likely could have turned the wrong direction (in 
fact some of their brothers have). My team is just a very 
small piece of what God is doing there, and even if only 

one child is saved from a path of violence, then 
all of the work is worth it.” You can read more 
about Dr. Kelly’s team, and about other teams 
in Central America partnering with Blessings 
International in the “team reports” section at our 
website www.blessing.org.

Newscasts in the United States have lately been filled 
with stories of record-numbers of immigrants, 
including many children, endangering their lives to 
illegally cross the border into the USA. Many of these 
migrants say they are fleeing violence and poverty in their  
Central American homelands. 
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Federal employees can donate through 
the Combined Federal Campaign #11864

State and Local government employees 
can also give to Blessings through their 
payroll giving plan

Code #11864

Give online at www.blessing.org 

For more information or to order medicine,  
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org

Mail gifts to P.O. Box 35292, Tulsa OK 74153-0292, USA. Make 
checks payable to Blessings International.
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For more than 30 years, Blessings International has worked 
to heal the hurting by providing life-saving pharmaceuticals, 
vitamins and medical supplies to medical mission teams, 
clinics and hospitals located around the world; to build 
healthy communities by treating the poor and victims 
of endemic medical problems, outbreaks of disease or 
overwhelming disasters; and to transform lives by actively 
demonstrating the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

What is Blessings International?

COMBINED  
FEDERAL  
CAMPAIGN  
(CFC)  
KICK OFF
Do you work for the federal 
government or know anyone  
who does? 
Whether they are in active military 
service, work for the post-office, 
or in another branch of the US 
government like the DEA or the 
VA, they can make a donation to 
Blessings International directly from 
their paycheck through the CFC. 

If you or someone you know 
would like to pledge support to 
the important work of Blessings 
International, have them choose 
CFC #11864. 

Additionally, if you would like 
to represent Blessings at CFC 
workplace events occurring all over 
the USA from September through 
December 2014, please email David 
Harder at dharder@blessing.org.

This past year has been one of change and transition both for me personally 
and for Blessings International. One year ago, Dr. Harold Harder retired after 
founding and serving Blessings International for over 32 years. I was selected 
as the new CEO to lead Blessings into the future. The transition for me has 
been filled with learning new things, meeting new people, and interacting 
with new organizations. Each endeavor brought a new opportunity for me to 
serve God through serving others.

A few highlights over the last year for Blessings International are: 1) new 
products; 2) organizational growth; and 3) more lives touched around 
the world than ever before. This last year we exceeded 80 million Human 
Treatment Values (HTV) worth of medicine to people around the world, and 
the final numbers are still rolling in! This past year we added reading glasses 
and health-education coloring books to our order form. These tools, along 
with our other supplies and medications, create an avenue to share God’s 
love with those in desperate need. Lastly, as a result of the increase in 
operations, we added three new people to our organization.

Transition and change are not always easy. With transition or change, we 
give something up – our comfort zone. When we leave our comfort zone 
trusting that God will lead the way, great things are allowed to happen. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to give up my comfort zone and transition into 
the role of CEO of a remarkable organization. I look forward to working with 
all of you as we continue to fulfill Blessings 
International’s mission of healing the 
hurting, building healthy communities, and 
transforming lives by actively demonstrating 
the love and compassion of Jesus Christ. 


