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MALARIA: 
FIGHTING TO STOP  
THE SCOURGE
The teenage girl was delirious and 
combative when she arrived at the medical 
camp. Her eyes were yellow from jaundice 
caused by a failing liver and the loss of too 
many red blood cells. Family members and 
friends had been carrying her through the 
jungle for a day and a half, knowing that if 
she did not receive emergency care soon 
she certainly would not survive. 

HELP 

STOP  
THE SOURGE!

Buy a bracelet to provide a 
mosquito net and treatment

SEE PAGE 2



MYANMAR

The root cause of her maladies: malaria. The parasitic 
disease was borne into her system by a mosquito bite. 
It progressed rapidly because she lived in a remote area 
lacking medical resources. Malaria comes in various 
strains and can be a killer disease. The UN estimates 
that 430,000 people, mostly children, die from this 
treatable illness every year.

“She was one of my sickest patients with malaria so far,” 
adds Dr. John. The girl had to receive an emergency blood 
transfusion as well as malaria medicine to save her life. 
“I thank God that she managed a full recovery, though you 
might not guess it seeing these pictures,” he says. 

Malaria can be found across the world, particularly 
in tropical climates. But it claims more lives in sub-
Saharan Africa than any other region. That is why 
Blessings International is partnering for the second year 
with Kairos 10 to actively fight the disease. Kairos 10 
(www.kairos10.org) sells bracelets created by artisans 

in Ghana. For each bracelet sold, the organization 
provides a treated bed net that keeps 

mosquitoes away from people while 
they sleep. Blessings is providing one 

course of anti-malarial treatment to 
go along with each bed net.

Left: One of many bracelets and necklaces available  
at kairos10.org 
Right: A young malaria victim makes a full recovery

Left: Malaria parasites as seen 
under a microscope

 “She had just about every complication  
  possible: coma, seizures, severe anemia,  
  kidney failure, liver failure, pulmonary  
  edema and malnutrition.” 
Dr. John, a medical doctor working in  
a conflict zone in a part of Myanmar.

Blessings will also provide free anti-malarial medicine 
to any medical team placing an order between now and 
June 1, 2016, provided supplies last.

“Because we have contracts with the manufacturers of 
the malarial medicines, we can access these medicines, 
particularly Chloroquine, for a fraction of the cost that 
teams would need to pay to purchase them in the USA,” 
says Barry Ewy, Blessings CEO and a pharmacist. “We 
hope to be able to help reduce the number of people 
dying from this terrible disease.”  

Dr. John says he is grateful for the medicines from 
Blessings International. “I just want to encourage you 
that the pills you send out have enormous power when 
they manage to get to the right place, and are used 
correctly to treat an accurate diagnosis. I trust that 
God watches over each step of the process, from your 
warehouse, through all these steps and on into the lives 
of our patients. Isn’t He wonderful?”



SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIAMEDICAL AID TO THE USA

Providing Medicines to Free & Subsidized Clinics in America

The word “international” is in our name. Blessings 
International was birthed by Dr. Harold Harder after he 
participated in a church medical missions trip to 
Guatemala in 1981. Over the nearly 35 years since its 
founding, Blessings International has worked tirelessly 
to supply medicine to medical teams traveling to the 
farthest corners of the world.

But Blessings International also exists to bless those 
here in the USA who need help. 

Medical clinics in the USA that treat the poor and 
underserved, the homeless, and those who, for whatever 
reason, can’t access medical services, can also order 
medicines through Blessings International. And the 
costs of those medicines are subsidized by donations to 
our ministry. Because of donations from supporters like 
you, Blessings can often discount every order to a U.S. 
clinic by 20% to 50%.

One of the many clinics Blessings serves in the USA 
is Medical Missions Adventures based in southern 
California. “We’ve been using Blessings for about 20 
years,” says Louie Rosado, its founder. “For many years 
we served only overseas, but the Lord put it on my heart 
to serve those here in America who need help. So, while 
we still take international trips, most of our work is 
focused on helping the homeless in Los Angeles and 
southern California. There are over 44,000 homeless 
people in LA alone.”

Medical Missions Adventures has three 
mobile medical trucks that offer medical, 
dental and even tattoo removal services. 
According to Louie, “The city of Los 
Angeles gave us a $40,000 tattoo removal 
laser. We order tape and bandages from 
Blessings to use after each treatment. It 
can take nine to 15 treatments to remove 
a single tattoo.” 

“We really have relied on Blessings so much,” says 
Louie. “We go to you first before we go to anyone 
else. Your medicines have been all over the world: 
Iraq, Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Africa, Mexico City and 
everywhere we have needed medicines.”

That includes Louie’s many U.S. medical outreaches. 
Recently one woman in LA, who hadn’t seen her family in 
over five years, had a major tattoo removed and also had 
significant dental work provided by the Medical Missions 
Adventures team. “She said she hadn’t smiled in five 
years,” shares Louie. She also hadn’t had any contact 
with her family in years. Before her treatments, her 
family didn’t want to see her again. But when they saw 
the changes in her life, they invited her back home. “She 
told me, ‘they even put me on the family cell-phone plan! 
I’m part of the family again!’ So she’s back in the family, 
she smiles and she even got a job!”

Helping transform lives and build healthy communities 
is what Blessings is all about, internationally and locally. 
“Even though you aren’t here, you are technically here 
(through the medicines). People who are giving to your 
ministry are helping with the homeless, and it’s your 
medicines that allow us to treat these patients. That 
gives them hope and gives us the authority to tell them 
the gospel. We earn the right to be heard because we 
treat them and take care of them,” Louie said.

Louie Rosado

 Helping transform lives and build healthy communities is what Blessings is all about, 
 internationally and locally. “Even though you aren’t here, you are technically here  
 (through the medicines)." 



Code #11864

Text to give by texting “Medicines” to 41444

Federal employees can donate through  
the Combined Federal Campaign #11864

State and Local government employees  
can also give to Blessings through their  
payroll giving plan

Give online at www.blessing.org 

For more information or to order medicine,  
go to www.blessing.org or email info@blessing.org

Mail gifts to P.O. Box 35292, Tulsa OK 74153-0292, USA.  
Make checks payable to Blessings International.

For more than 30 years, Blessings International has worked 
to heal the hurting by providing life-saving pharmaceuticals, 
vitamins and medical supplies to medical mission teams, 
clinics and hospitals located around the world; to build 
healthy communities by treating the poor and victims 
of endemic medical problems, outbreaks of disease or 
overwhelming disasters; and to transform lives by actively 
demonstrating the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

What is Blessings International?

From time to time, Blessings International receives 
requests to special order a specific medicine to help one 
person who has a unique need. I wish we could help in 
every circumstance, but usually we are unable to answer 
these kinds of individualized requests because of the 
costs and the time required to facilitate customized 
arrangements. But occasionally we can help. That 
was true in the case of a baby in Ethiopia who was in 
desperate need of medicine to treat adrenal hyperplasia, 
a congenital disease that can cause severe hormone 
imbalances, deformities and complications that 
occasionally lead to death.

After receiving the request and researching the options, 
we were able to obtain the medicines for the child, and 
now several children in Ethiopia have what they need 
to combat the condition. After receiving the medicines, 
our contact, Jen with Embrace 
Compassion, wrote to tell us, 
“I just wanted to send you a 
quick note and let you know 
this little boy is 28 months old. 
The fludrocortisone and now 
hydrocortisone are saving his life 
against all odds and predictions, 
and his daddy is boldly testifying 
of what God has done for his 
family.”

Thank you for enabling Blessings 
to heal the hurting. Sometimes 
that means we can change the 
future for an entire family, and 
maybe a village or country, by 
providing a cure for one member. 

BlessingsINTL BlessingsInternationalblessingsinternationalFollow us on social media
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Barry Ewy, PharmD, JD, MHA

A Special Order

A healthy baby due to 
Blessings’ medicines 

HELPING TO COLOR  
OUR WORLD
Blessings Offers More Than Just Medicine

“They went to the doctor. The doctor gave them a little 
pill. The medicine made the germ get out of their 
bodies.” Those are lines from page three of a coloring 
book distributed by Blessings International that teaches 
young Haitian and African children how basic hygiene can 
keep them healthy. The coloring books explain how the 
children became sick, and how they can prevent germs 
from spreading, and how doctors use medicine to help 
them when necessary. 

“We go through those coloring books really fast,” says 
Tonya Howard, Blessings Warehouse Manager. “We 
started with just one as a test. People loved them so 
we now carry three different kinds of coloring books, 
complete with crayons that teams can use with children 
during medical outreaches.”

The hygiene books are produced to be culturally sensitive 
by Jams Books and come in English, Creole, and Swahili 
versions. Blessings also carries a coloring book on fire 
safety in Spanish. Blessings International is honored to 
help “build healthy communities” by making these books 
available to medical teams to use with children they serve.  

Children in Ghana with Blessings’ 
Health Coloring Books


