Clinics Closing in Developing Nations

Due to Decrease in Donated Medicines

For some time, Blessings has experienced continuously decreasing donations of medicines. Many years ago we saw this occurring among brand-name medicine manufacturers, and since the late 1990s, we have experienced the same among generic manufacturers. Since then we began to fill in the “holes” in our drug formulary with purchased generics. This donation decrease happened mainly due to buyouts and consolidations within the pharmaceutical industry. In addition, efficiency in predicting market demand eliminated productions overruns, which is the usual source of donated product, as well as short-dated medicines. In 2007, Blessings did not receive any drug donations. 

We are concerned about the impact of the sharp drop of product donations. Indeed I was recently informed that a clinic in Nicaragua was closed due to the lack of donated medicines which previously were available. Because other organizations similar to Blessings have also experienced the same sharp decline, many more medical facilities in developing nations will be affected.

These international clinics and hospitals have an additional challenge. Many countries are now demanding that donated medicines have a year or longer dating on them. In the past, short-dated medicines were allowed to treat the indigent populations. For example, the new administration in Nicaragua is now ignoring the fact that thousands of their poor have had their medical needs successfully treated with short-dated medicines. Therefore, this requirement of longer dated medicines is also detrimental to the survival of clinics in developing nations.

So the disappearance of donated medicines generally needed for primary care of needy people in developing nations is a major prayer issue. This loss clearly represents a drop in access to health care treatment.

Your partnership with Blessings is now even more critical to help cover the cost of purchased medicines that were once donated. Indeed, we are committed to help this clinic in Nicaragua reopen with a shipment of reduced cost medicines. Please pray with us that the medicinal needs of the poor will continue to be met and no clinics will have to be closed.






